
BURLEY OAKS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Academic year 
2025/2026 

Academic year 
2023/2024 

 

   

    
 

This profile celebrates the many 
achievements, experiences and 
successes of the past academic year at 
Burley Oaks Primary School. We are 
incredibly proud of all that our children, 
staff and wider community have 
accomplished and are delighted to 
share some of the highlights with you. 
 
Whilst academic achievement remains 
important, we believe success takes 
many forms. At Burley Oaks, we are 
committed to developing the whole 
child, nurturing individual talents, 
interests, character and confidence, 
and ensuring that every child is 
supported to reach their full potential. 
Throughout this profile, you will see 
examples of the rich and varied 
opportunities that help our children 
belong, believe and achieve. 
 
Alongside celebrating these 
achievements, we also share the 
outcomes of statutory assessments 
and the views of our pupils and 
families, providing a broader picture of 
school life and the impact of our work. 
 
At Burley Oaks, external accreditations 
and awards are far more than badges of 
recognition. They provide valuable 
opportunities to reflect on our practice, 
evaluate the effectiveness of our 

provision and identify areas for further 
development. These rigorous 
frameworks help ensure that we 
continually strive for excellence and 
deliver the very best possible experiences 
and outcomes for our children. Following 
a number of significant achievements 
and accreditations gained last year, we 
again celebrate inclusion at Burley Oaks. 
AWARDS – Retaining Our IQM Flagship 
Status: A Celebration of Inclusion, 
Belonging and Opportunity 

 
We are delighted to have retained our 
IQM Flagship Status, recognising Burley 
Oaks as a school where inclusion is not 
simply an aspiration but a lived reality. 
Following a rigorous review process, the 
assessor wholeheartedly recommended 
that we retain this prestigious 

accreditation, celebrating our 
unwavering commitment to ensuring 
that every child feels they belong, can 
believe in themselves and their 
aspirations, and is supported to achieve 
their full potential.  
 
The review highlighted the school's 
deeply embedded culture of inclusion, 
describing Burley Oaks as a place where 
every aspect of school life is shaped by a 
strong sense of community, acceptance 
and belonging. As the assessor noted: 
 
"The deeply rooted vision of Burley Oaks 
continues to shape and influence every 
facet of school life. The strong sense of 
community, culture of acceptance and 
belonging, and the shared commitment 
to common values and principles are just 
as evident now as they were during my 
first visit." 
 
Particular praise was given to the way we 
have continued to strengthen and refine 
our already highly inclusive practice. The 
further development of calmer 
classrooms, sensory-aware spaces, visual 
communication systems and bespoke 
provision has ensured that every child 
can access learning successfully, develop 
independence and thrive. The assessor 
recognised the consistency of provision 
across the school and highlighted the 
significant impact of ongoing 
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professional development in sustaining 
high-quality inclusive practice. 
 
The review also celebrated how we 
continue to build upon our strong oracy 
provision, recognising talk as a powerful 
tool for learning. Through the 
introduction of the BOPS Talk Triangle 
and our commitment to meaningful 
dialogue across every subject, pupils are 
developing the confidence, reasoning 
and communication skills they need to 
succeed both in school and beyond. 
 
Our curriculum was described as a 
"tapestry of connection, insight, 
character and possibility", reflecting the 
ambition, coherence and inclusivity that 
underpin learning across the school. The 
assessor recognised the quality of our 
curriculum and the way it continues to 
provide rich opportunities for pupils to 
develop knowledge, curiosity, character 
and a lifelong love of learning. 
 
Forest School, outdoor learning, 
wellbeing provision and pupil leadership 

were also highlighted as significant 
strengths. These opportunities continue 
to enrich pupils' experiences, helping 
them to develop resilience, creativity, 
teamwork and confidence. The review 
celebrated the meaningful leadership 
opportunities available through roles 
such as School Council, Junior Leaders, 
Eco Team, House Captains and Digital 
Leaders, recognising the genuine 
influence pupils have on shaping school 
life. One pupil summed this up perfectly: 
 
"We are lucky to be at Burley Oaks. We 
can have our say." 
 
Parents spoke warmly about Burley Oaks 
as a nurturing and supportive school 
where children are known, valued and 
encouraged to flourish. The review 
concluded by recognising that: 
 
"Burley Oaks Primary School 
demonstrates an unwavering 
commitment to inclusion and equity, 
ensuring that all children access 

aspirational opportunities that enable 
them to thrive." 
 
We are incredibly proud to retain our 
Flagship Status. This achievement 
reflects the dedication, expertise and 
shared commitment of our entire school 
community: pupils, staff, governors, 
families and partners. Together, we 
continue to build upon the many 
strengths that make Burley Oaks such a 
special place, ensuring every child can 
truly Belong, Believe and Achieve.  
 

 

School Games Mark Gold – Four Years Running
 

We are incredibly proud to announce that Burley Oaks has once again achieved the School Games 
Mark Gold Award, making this the fourth consecutive year that the school has received this 
prestigious national recognition. 

The award recognises our commitment to providing high-quality PE, school sport, physical activity 
opportunities, competition, leadership, and inclusion for all pupils. 

This achievement reflects the hard work of our children, staff, volunteers, coaches, and families who 
continually support and embrace school sport. 

Sport 

A Fantastic Year of Sport at Burley Oaks… 

As another busy and successful school year comes to a close, we 
would like to celebrate the many sporting achievements, 
opportunities, and experiences enjoyed by our pupils 
throughout 2025–26. From cross country and cycling to 
skateboarding, tennis, athletics, and ultimate frisbee, it has 
been a year packed with participation, perseverance, 
teamwork, and fun. 

At Burley Oaks, we believe that sport and physical activity play 
a vital role in developing confidence, resilience, wellbeing, and 
healthy lifestyles. We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm 
shown by our pupils and grateful for the support of our 

families, staff, coaches, and wider community who help make these opportunities possible. 
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Cross Country Success 

Cross country has once again been a major highlight of our sporting calendar. Although 
several races were unfortunately cancelled due to exceptionally poor weather, our runners 
demonstrated remarkable determination throughout the season. 
Our Year 4 pupils got the year off to a fantastic start at the Cliffe Castle Cross Country 
event, competing against a record number of runners and achieving some outstanding 
results. 

 
As the season progressed, more and more pupils took part in the 
Wharfedale Primary Schools Cross Country League, 
embracing muddy conditions, challenging courses, and early Saturday 
mornings with enthusiasm and resilience. 
 
The season culminated in an incredible achievement when our runners 
qualified for the School Games West Yorkshire Cross Country Final. 
Competing on an extremely demanding course, they showed exceptional 
determination and teamwork and were rewarded with Gold in the Year 4 
Team Event - an outstanding accomplishment that reflects the 
commitment and effort shown throughout the year. 
 

Wharfe Valley School Leagues 
This year has seen pupils representing the school across a wide range of competitive sporting opportunities. 
Our Year 3 and Year 4 pupils developed their tag rugby skills before taking part in friendly tournaments, while our Year 5 and 
Year 6 boys' and girls' football teams competed in the Wharfe Valley Leagues throughout the autumn and spring terms. 
 
The leagues provided valuable opportunities for pupils to: 

• Develop teamwork and communication skills 
• Experience competitive sport in a supportive environment 
• Demonstrate resilience and sportsmanship 
• Build confidence ahead of secondary school sporting opportunities 

 
Regardless of results, every pupil represented Burley Oaks with pride, determination, and respect. 
 
Towards the end of the year, Year 6 pupils also participated in the IGS Rounders League and a number of friendly netball 
competitions, continuing their sporting journey beyond the PE curriculum. 
 

Developing Cycling Skills 
Cycling provision has once again been another tremendous success this year. 
 
Year 1 pupils worked with Emily Grove, developing balance, control, confidence, and independence. It was wonderful to 
watch children progress from early stopping and starting activities to confidently riding independently around the cycle 
track. 
 
Our Reception children later enjoyed their own balance bike sessions, 
making excellent progress in their confidence, coordination, and gross 
motor development while having enormous fun. 
 
Older pupils also benefitted from Bikeability training: 

• Year 5 completed Bikeability Level 1 training.  
• Year 6 completed Bikeability Level 2 training, developing 

greater road awareness and cycling safety skills. 
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These experiences provide pupils with valuable lifelong skills while encouraging active travel and healthy lifestyles. Our older 
pupils have also had the opportunity to develop their skills further and just enjoy time on the cycle track during lunchtimes. 
 

Inspiring Visitors and Specialist Coaching 
We were delighted to welcome a number of specialist coaches and athletes 
into school throughout the year. 
One of the highlights was a visit from former England and Commonwealth 
Games badminton player Jenny Wallwork, who shared her inspiring 
sporting journey and spoke to pupils about dedication, resilience, hard work, 
and self-belief. 
Children also took part in a sponsored fitness circuit during her visit, helping 
raise funds to support athletes whilst also contributing towards new sporting 
equipment for school. 
 
We are incredibly grateful for the generosity and support shown by families. 
 

Trying New Activities 
A key aim of our PE and Sport programme is to expose children to a wide 
variety of physical activities, helping every child find something they enjoy. 
This year pupils experienced: 

 
Whole School Skateboarding 
Two fantastic days of skateboarding workshops saw every child develop 
balance, coordination, confidence, and perseverance while learning exciting 
new skills in a safe and supportive environment.  

 

Tennis Experiences 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils enjoyed specialist tennis taster sessions 
delivered by coaches from Ilkley Lawn Tennis & Squash Club, while Year 4 pupils 
planned to visit the club later in the year and experience high-quality coaching 
alongside the excitement of the Lexus Ilkley Trophy tournament. 
 

Tai Chi 
Year 6 pupils benefited from a series of Tai Chi sessions with Emelia May, learning 
how movement, breathing, balance, and mindfulness can support both physical 

and emotional wellbeing. 
 

Circus Skills 
Our whole-school Circus Day was filled with 
excitement and laughter. Younger children 
enjoyed a magic and juggling show, while older 
pupils developed coordination and motor skills 
through a range of circus activities. 
 

 
 

Maypole Dancing 
All year groups learned traditional Maypole dances, building confidence and 
coordination while enjoying a unique cultural experience full of movement and fun.  
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Brownlee Triathlon and Recreation Activities 

Year 6 pupils proudly represented the school at the annual Brownlee Triathlon, testing 
their swimming, cycling, and running abilities. The event challenged pupils physically and 
mentally, and it was fantastic to see such resilience, determination, and enthusiasm from 
almost the entire year group. 
 
Years 5 and 6 also participated in summer recreation activities, sampling a wide variety of 

sports including: Disc golf, Summer volleyball, Spikeball, Rounders, Nerf activities and various bat and ball games. 
 
These sessions encouraged pupils to try new activities and develop new skills in a relaxed and enjoyable environment. 
 

National School Sports Week 
National School Sports Week was a huge success this year. 
Every year group took part in exciting Ultimate Frisbee sessions, developing throwing, catching, teamwork, and tactical 
skills whilst discovering a fun and inclusive new sport. The week celebrated the joy of being active and highlighted the 
importance of lifelong participation in physical activity. 
 

Sports Day 2026 
One of the biggest highlights of the year was our annual Sports Day. 
Blessed with brilliant summer weather, pupils, staff, and families enjoyed a fantastic 
day filled with competition, encouragement, teamwork, and celebration. It was 
wonderful to see every child participating with enthusiasm and determination. 
Huge congratulations goes to Bronte House, who were crowned this year's Sports Day 
champions. 
 
Events such as Sports Day provide wonderful opportunities for children to challenge 
themselves, support their peers, and enjoy being active together. 
 

PTA@BOPSA
 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the Burley Oaks Primary School Association (BOPSA) for 
their continued dedication, energy and support. Through a programme of successful fundraising 
events, including discos and an Auction of Promises, BOPSA continues to make a significant 
contribution to school life whilst strengthening our wonderful school community. 

A particular highlight this year has been the creation of our brand-new Key Stage 2 Adventure 
Playground. Designed with ideas from the children themselves and funded through school investment 

alongside a generous contribution from 
BOPSA, the playground has quickly become a favourite space for 
our pupils. It provides exciting opportunities for challenge, 
adventure and active play, and has already had a hugely positive 
impact on playtimes. 

We would also like to thank Mrs Warbrick and the school office 
team for the enormous amount of work they undertake behind 
the scenes to support these events and projects. 

BOPSA's commitment continues to enrich the experiences 
available to all children at Burley Oaks, and we are incredibly 
grateful for everything they do. We warmly encourage new 
parents to get involved. Every contribution, whether through 
volunteering, attending events or supporting fundraising 
activities, helps make a real difference to our school community. 
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Wellbeing  

Supporting the wellbeing of our 
pupils remains a key priority at 
Burley Oaks. This year, 27% of pupils 
have received personalised one-to-
one support at various points 
throughout the year, including Lego 
Therapy, Play Therapy and 
counselling where appropriate. In 
addition, 10% of pupils have 
benefited from small-group 
interventions focusing on areas such 
as anxiety, self-esteem, confidence 
and friendship skills, alongside 

regular Craft Club and Games Club sessions designed to 
nurture wellbeing and social connections. 

We have also welcomed the Education-based Emotional 
Wellbeing Practitioners (EEWP) Team into school to deliver 
whole-class workshops for every year group. These 
sessions explored important topics including self-esteem 
and confidence, understanding emotions, anxiety and 
worry, friendship, and assessment anxiety. Alongside this, 
pupils have taken part in therapeutic story writing and a 
range of targeted small-group interventions. 

To further support emotional development, we have 
introduced Emotion Coaching and Restorative Justice 
approaches alongside our ongoing use of the Zones of 
Regulation framework. These approaches help children 
build emotional literacy, develop self-regulation skills and 
resolve conflict in a positive and constructive way, all of 
which contribute to the Burley Oaks Positive Behaviour 
Pathway. 

Our weekly Wellbeing 
Wednesdays have 
continued to promote 
the Five Ways to 
Wellbeing: Connect, 
Take Notice, Be Active, 
Keep Learning and 
Give. Children have 
explored interoceptive 
awareness, practised a 
range of Zones of 
Regulation strategies, 

and taken part in activities linked to national wellbeing and 
awareness campaigns throughout the year. 

A strong sense of community and social responsibility 
underpins our wellbeing provision. At Christmas, pupils 
took part in a Reverse Santa initiative, choosing to give 

rather than receive by 
donating gifts and 
essentials to families and 
individuals in need within 
the local community. 
This powerful experience 
helped children 
understand the 
importance of kindness, 
empathy and supporting 
others. 

We have also continued our valued intergenerational 
project, which brings together pupils and elderly members 
of our local community. Through shared activities, 
conversations and experiences, children have developed 
greater understanding, respect and appreciation for older 
generations, while bringing joy, companionship and 
connection to those involved. These relationships have 
been hugely rewarding for everyone and continue to 
demonstrate the positive impact our pupils can have 
beyond the school gates. 

To mark World Mental Health Day, the whole school came 
together to create a giant paper chain, symbolising the 
power of connection and the strong sense of community 
that makes Burley Oaks such a special place. Reception 
children also enjoyed a yoga and wellbeing taster session, 
introducing them to simple strategies for relaxation and 
self-care. 

During Anti-Bullying Week, pupils watched a thought-
provoking whole-school performance which inspired 
meaningful classroom discussions and follow-up activities 
centred on kindness, respect and inclusion. 

For Children's Mental Health Week, pupils contributed to 
a community art project based on the theme "This Is My 
Place". Their work was proudly displayed at Burley Library, 
celebrating creativity, belonging and community spirit. 

At both the beginning and end of the academic year, pupils 
completed a school-wide wellbeing survey. This valuable 
feedback enables us 
to identify emerging 
needs, evaluate the 
impact of our 
provision and plan 
future 
developments, 
ensuring every child 
continues to feel 
supported, valued 
and able to thrive.  
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Reception  

What a fantastic first year it has been for our Reception children at Burley Oaks Primary School! 
From their very first days in school, the children have embraced every opportunity with 
enthusiasm, curiosity and a growing sense of independence. It has been a year filled with 
friendship, adventure, creativity and discovery, and we have loved 
watching them flourish as learners. 

The children settled beautifully into school life, quickly learning 
routines, making new friends and developing confidence in themselves 
and their abilities. Through stories, play and our Zones of Regulation 
work, they have learned to recognise and talk about their emotions, 
celebrate differences and show kindness towards others. We have 
been incredibly proud of how they have grown in confidence and 

embraced every new challenge.  

Throughout the year, the children have made fantastic progress as readers, writers and 
communicators. Their phonics knowledge has developed rapidly and they have become 
increasingly confident in speaking in full sentences, sharing ideas and applying their writing skills 

across a range of exciting topics. We have loved seeing their creativity shine 
through in everything from postcards and mini books to fact files and story writing. 

Our carefully planned curriculum has brought learning to life through memorable experiences, 
high-quality texts and hands-on exploration. The children enjoyed their first visit to the local 
library, became palaeontologists during our Down with the Dinosaurs topic, created fossils, 
explored dinosaur habitats and even wrote messages to a newly 
hatched baby dinosaur. They brought traditional tales to life 
through a visit to Stockeld Park and learned about animals and 
habitats during a fantastic Safari Day. 

The children have also developed a real sense of wonder about 
the world around them. Through Adventure Club and outdoor 

learning, they explored seasonal changes, took part in the Big 
Garden Birdwatch, made bird feeders and discovered more 
about nature. One of the highlights of the year was caring for 
caterpillars and watching them transform into butterflies, 
sparking curiosity, excitement and some wonderful learning. 

There have been many opportunities to celebrate together throughout the 
year. The children delighted audiences with their Harvest Festival, Christmas and Easter 

performances, approached World Book Day with great enthusiasm, and enjoyed sharing their 
learning with family members during our Stay and Play sessions. A visit to Thornton 
Hall Farm provided another memorable experience as the 
children met, fed and cared for a variety of animals.  

We are incredibly proud of everything our Reception children 
have achieved. They leave Reception as confident, curious 
and enthusiastic learners who love reading, enjoy exploring 
new ideas and have developed strong friendships along the 
way. Most importantly, they leave with a genuine love of 
learning and countless happy memories from their first year 
at school. 

To our wonderful Reception children, thank you for bringing 
so much joy, imagination and excitement to every day. We 
wish you every success, happiness and adventure as you begin 

your journey into Year 1. You are all superstars!
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Computing 
Online Safety  

Helping children become safe and responsible digital citizens is a priority within our 
computing curriculum. At the start of every computing lesson, pupils take part in a short 
online safety lesson, using Project Evolve resources to explore important topics. Over the 
year, children have learned about areas such as online bullying, health and wellbeing, and self-image and identity.  

Computing  

At Burley Oaks, every class benefits from a dedicated one-hour weekly computing lesson taught by our specialist computing 
teacher, Mr Sells. Our curriculum is regularly reviewed and updated to ensure it remains engaging, relevant and challenging 
for our digitally aware pupils. Below is a snapshot of what children have been learning this year.  

Reception pupils attended weekly computing lessons in the computer suite, initially in 
small groups before moving to whole-class sessions later in the year. They learned to 
recognise different parts of a computer, log in independently using passwords, and 
develop their keyboard skills. Children enjoyed creating artwork with painting 
software, playing educational games, and taking photographs outdoors using iPads. 
Technology also featured within classroom activities, 
with resources such as telephones and keyboards 
available in role-play areas. Opportunities to develop 

computational thinking were woven throughout the 
curriculum through activities involving sequencing, 

problem-solving, collaboration and pattern spotting.  

In Year 1, pupils used digital art tools to create work inspired by well-known artists while 
also developing their early word-processing skills. They took their first steps into 
programming, creating and following simple algorithms using Beebots before moving on 
to ScratchJr to animate characters and tell simple stories.  

Year 2 pupils explored the world of digital music using Google Music Lab and learned how data can 
be presented through pictograms. Their programming skills continued to develop through Beebot 
challenges and ScratchJr projects, culminating in the creation of an interactive quiz about animal 
habitats.  

In Year 3, children became digital animators, producing both 2D 
and 3D stop-motion films. They also expanded their coding skills 
in Scratch, creating projects such as musical instruments, maze 

games and drawing programs. Other learning included designing publications in Canva 
and using branching databases to organise information.  

Year 4 pupils stepped into the role of content creators by 
planning, recording and editing their own podcasts. They also gathered and analysed 
information using data loggers to investigate light, sound and temperature. In programming, 
the focus was on repetition and loops, using both Logo and Scratch.  

In Year 5, pupils explored graphic design through vector artwork and worked collaboratively 
to create advertisements, developing skills in scripting, filming and video editing. They 

programmed Crumble controllers to produce dancing light displays 
and built interactive quizzes using Scratch. Towards the end of the 
year, pupils began working with our new LEGO Education kits, 
designing and programming robotic vehicles to complete a range 
of challenges. Their success led to two Burley Oaks teams 
representing the school at an inter-school competition at Bradford 

Grammar School, where they achieved an outstanding first and second place overall.  
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Year 6 pupils designed websites using Canva and Google Sites, creating pages linked to 
their residential trip as well as a fictional Burley café. They also experimented with 3D 
modelling, producing digital models of landmarks and everyday objects. Using Micro:bits 
and Scratch, they further developed their programming expertise by creating more 
sophisticated games featuring scoring systems and multiple lives.  

Across Key Stages 1 and 2, children learn about twelve influential figures from the world of 
computing. Each year group studies two "Computing Legends," from early pioneers such 
as Ada Lovelace and Charles Babbage to modern innovators including Marissa Mayer, 
Katherine Johnson and Steve Jobs.  

This year, our Key Stage 2 pupils also took part in the international Bebras Challenge, a 
competition that develops computational thinking and problem-solving skills through 

engaging logic puzzles. The school achieved excellent results, scoring well above both local and national averages. An 
impressive 24 pupils were placed within the top 10% nationally.  

Through our broad and continually evolving computing curriculum, we aim to equip every child with the knowledge, skills 
and confidence to use technology creatively, responsibly and effectively in an ever-changing digital world.  

 

clubs 
Our extra-curricular clubs continue to provide exciting opportunities for pupils to develop their creativity, teamwork and 
problem-solving skills beyond the classroom.  

Photography Club ran on three separate occasions throughout the year. During the Autumn and Spring terms, two groups 
of pupils attended ten after-school sessions, each lasting 75 minutes. Using the school's 
DSLR cameras, pupils explored a range of photographic techniques and subjects, including 
portraits, food photography and toy photography. They also 
learned how to edit and enhance their images using digital 
software. Each programme concluded with a special 
exhibition for families, where a selection of the children's 
work was showcased digitally. As a lasting reminder of their 
achievements, every pupil selected four favourite 
photographs to be professionally printed and taken home.  

In the Summer term, pupils who had attended either 
the Autumn or Spring sessions were invited to take 
part in an additional photography programme. Taking advantage of the warmer 
weather, the children ventured outdoors to capture nature photography, action 
shots and, in the final session, enjoyed a fun water-themed photography 
challenge.  

We were also delighted to launch our first Robotics 
Club for Year 5 and Year 6 pupils. Using advanced 
LEGO Robotics kits, the children designed, built and 
programmed a variety of working models. These 
included drag-racing cars, vehicles capable of 
navigating obstacle courses, a robotic snowplough 

and even a machine that could create drawings. Throughout the club, pupils developed their 
engineering, coding and teamwork skills while tackling a range of exciting real-world 
challenges.  

"Robotic club was very fun. I loved building a machine that would clear rice crispies from an area and used sensors to 
control how it moved. We won the robotic drag race too." Year 5 pupil
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Year 1 

What an incredible 
year it has been in 

Year 1! As we reflect 
on the children's 
journey since 
September, we are 
immensely proud of 
everything they 
have achieved. They 

have grown not only 
in their learning but also in 

confidence, independence, resilience and kindness, 
embracing every opportunity with enthusiasm and 
curiosity. 

From the very first weeks 
of term, the children 
settled into Year 1 life 
beautifully. Whether 
exploring the outdoors 
at Forest School, 
developing their cycling 
skills, or learning to work 
collaboratively with their 
friends, they quickly 
showed what a fantastic 
team they could be. It 
has been particularly 
wonderful to watch 
children persevere through 
challenges, celebrate one another’s successes and 
develop the confidence to take on new experiences. 

Throughout the year, the children have enjoyed an 
exciting and varied curriculum. In English, they have 
explored a fantastic range of texts including Someone Just 
Like You, Stanley’s Stick, Martha Maps It Out, Paddington’s 
Post and The Big Book of Bugs. Their writing has grown 
from simple sentences to increasingly detailed and 
imaginative pieces, and they have taken great pride in 
sharing their work. The children especially enjoyed using 
their imaginations to create their own versions of stories 
and recording their discoveries through writing. 

In Mathematics, the children have developed a strong 
understanding of number, place value and calculation, 
while also learning about money, measures and counting 
in 2s, 5s and 10s. It has been fantastic to see their 
confidence flourish as they tackle increasingly challenging 
problems. 

Our learning in Science has been packed with 
investigation and discovery. The children explored their 

five senses, learned about animals and their diets, 
investigated the properties of different materials and 
tested which materials made the strongest bridges. 
During our plants topic, they enjoyed planting and caring 
for cress and observing how plants grow. One of the 
highlights of the summer term was learning about life 
cycles and watching our caterpillars transform into 
butterflies. The excitement each day as the children 
observed the changes was wonderful to see, and our work 
around The Big Book of Bugs inspired plenty of curiosity 
about the natural world. 

In History, the children 
truly became time 
travellers. They 
journeyed through 
significant moments 
such as Live Aid, the 
Moon Landing and 
Queen Elizabeth II's 
Coronation. They 
explored local history, 
learning about the 
Victorian village of 

Burley and discovering 
the important roles played 

by William Forster and William 
Fison in helping the village grow and develop. Our trip to 
the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway Museum brought 
history to life as the children learned about steam trains, 
Victorian travel and traditional seaside holidays.  

Geography helped the children understand both their 
local area and their wider place in the world. They learned 
about the countries of the United Kingdom and their 
capital cities, developed map skills, explored village 
landmarks and created wonderful paper-bag models of 
Burley houses with their families. The children's 
knowledge of their local community has grown 
tremendously throughout 
the year. 

Creativity has flourished 
through Art and Design 
Technology. The children 
have been inspired by a 
wide range of artists 
including Kandinsky, 
Frida Kahlo, Linda Lang, 
Mondrian and William 
Morris. They have 
experimented with 
colour, created portraits, 
designed patterns and 
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explored printing techniques using tiles. In DT, they 
designed and made puppets, built structures and bridges, 
and finished the year by designing and creating fruit lollies 
- a project that generated huge excitement and plenty of 
smiles! 

PE has been another 
tremendous success. 
The children have 
developed their 
gymnastics, dance, 
games and athletics 
skills throughout the 
year. They have shown 
determination during 
skateboarding 
workshops, improved 
their tennis and ball 
skills, and 
demonstrated impressive 
progress in cycling. Sports Day preparation and athletics 
sessions allowed them to show off their speed, agility and 
teamwork. Most importantly, they have developed a 
positive attitude towards being active and trying their 
best. 

More memorable 
experiences have 
enriched the year, 
including our trip to 
Harlow Carr, our visit 
to Ilkley Toy Museum, 
Forest School 

adventures, 
Woodland 

Wonderland sessions, 
skateboarding 

workshops, cycling 
lessons and our 
wonderful Christmas 

performance with Year 
2. Through every 

experience, the children have 
shown curiosity, courage and a willingness to learn. 

This summer term also challenged us with some very 
warm weather! The children coped brilliantly, making 
sensible choices, taking regular water breaks, seeking 
shade when needed and adapting their activities. Their 
maturity and responsibility were impressive. 

Above all, Year 1 has been a year of growth. The children 
have become more independent learners, thoughtful 
friends and confident individuals. They have learned how 
to collaborate, persevere and reflect on their learning. We 

are incredibly proud of every single one of them and all 
that they have accomplished. 

As they prepare to move into Year 2, they do so with a 
wealth of knowledge, wonderful memories and the 
confidence to embrace new challenges. They are more 
than ready for the next stage of their learning journey and 
the challenges of Year 2. 

Year 2  

Our children have absolutely worked their socks off and 
produced wonderful work this year! 

We kicked things off with our “Incredible You” project, 
where we celebrated just how brilliant each child is. The 
children created their very own booklets full of talents, 
strengths and a few hidden superpowers too. 

Then it was time to hop in 
our imaginary time 
machine and zoom back 
to the 1660s, where we 
became expert history 
detectives. Out came the 
costumes (King Charles II, 
Plague Doctors and more) 
and suddenly our 
classroom looked like a 
very dramatic episode of 
Horrible Histories. The 

Great Fire of London was a 
big favourite; we even 

recreated Pudding Lane at Forest School and watched it 
go up in flames. Don’t worry - no actual houses were 
harmed in the process. Our trip to Temple Newsam was 
another highlight, where 
the children impressed 
everyone with their 
knowledge. We even 
visited an apothecary in 
our Year 2 classroom 
and made scented tussy 
mussies to try and cure 
the plague!  

Spring term brought a very 
important life skill: making 
bread. At Pizza Express, the 
children mastered kneading 
dough, choosing toppings, 
and most importantly, eating 

their hard work. We used these 
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skills to create our own bread rolls, which smelt and tasted 
delicious! Meanwhile, in English we went under the sea. 
Our rock pool 
exploration turned the 
children into 
“observologists” (a 
very official title), as 
they carefully 
examined fascinating 
sea creatures and 
produced some 
brilliant writing and 
artwork inspired by what 
they found. This linked well with our science learning 
about habitats. We enjoyed a trip to Harewood House to 
look at minibeasts. The children went on a bug hunt and 
learnt about different types of trees.  

Our final term was just as busy. At Cartwright Hall, we 
channelled our inner David Hockney and created stunning 
artwork - there may even be a few future famous artists in 
the making. In DT, we took inspiration from Chippendale 
to design chairs (move over IKEA), and the children also 
built wheeled vehicles, proving they are very capable with 
a saw! In English, we stepped Into the Forest and created 
magical, imaginative stories packed with mystery, 
adventure and unexpected twists - some of which even 

surprised the teachers! 

All year, the bike track has 
been buzzing as the 
children zoomed around, 
building confidence (and 
occasionally testing the 
teachers’ nerves). 

What a journey it’s been! The 
children have shown curiosity, 

creativity and brilliant enthusiasm every step of the way. 
We couldn’t be prouder - and we can’t wait to see what 
Year 3 has in store (hopefully with slightly fewer fires…). 

 

Year 3 

What a Year in Year 3! 

This year, our Year 3 children have 
embarked on a rich and varied 
journey full of discovery, 
imagination and hands-on 
learning. From stepping back 2.5 
million years into the Stone Age 
where they built shelters, created cave 
art and even lit fires to exploring Ancient Egypt and the 

Victorian era, 
history has truly 
come alive. Visits to 
Nell Bank, Cliffe 
Castle Museum and 
the Bradford 
Industrial Museum 
gave pupils 
memorable, real-
world experiences, 
helping them understand how people lived in the past and 
how life has changed over time. Alongside this, 
geography lessons have taken them across the globe, 

from studying volcanoes 
and mountains in the 

UK to comparing 
homes in different 

environments 
worldwide.  

In the classroom, the 
children’s creativity 
and curiosity have 
shone through. In 
English, they have 
developed their writing 
through a wide variety of inspiring texts, crafting time-
travel adventures, suspenseful stories, persuasive circus 
leaflets and imaginative pieces based on magical tales. 
Science learning has been equally engaging, with pupils 
exploring rocks, fossils, magnets, plants and the structure 
of the Earth through practical investigations and 
experiments. Art and design projects have included 
mixing natural colours for prehistoric-style artwork and 
designing and building moving toys, showcasing both 
creativity and problem-solving skills.  

Beyond academic learning, Year 3 have built confidence, 
resilience and teamwork through a range of enriching 
experiences. In PE, they have developed skills in 
basketball, gymnastics, fitness training and yoga, 
showing determination and enthusiasm throughout. They 
have also taken part in special activities such as an anti-
bullying workshop, a virtual fitness session for Children in 
Need, and reflective work linked to Remembrance. Across 
the year, the children have demonstrated fantastic 
growth - not just in their learning, but in their 
independence, collaboration and confidence - making it a 
truly rewarding and memorable year for everyone 
involved. 
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Year 4 

Another school 
year has flown 
by, and what a 

tremendous 
success it has 
been, thanks to 
our fantastic 
Year 4 pupils! 

We began the 
year by diving 

into the fascinating 
world of rivers and the 

water cycle. A visit to Bolton Abbey gave the children the 
opportunity to study the River Wharfe first-hand, while 
practical map-reading activities helped to strengthen 
their understanding of UK geography. These river-
themed adventures became a major feature of both of our 
class assemblies. In French, our budding linguists 
flourished, confidently learning how to introduce 
themselves and take part in simple conversations using 
phrases such as “Bonjour, ça va ?” and “Salut ! Ça va très 
bien, merci !” 

Science lessons were 
full of excitement from 
the very beginning. 
Our unit on sound 
started with a lively 
and memorable visit 
from the wonderful 
Sam the Sound Man, 
who demonstrated 
how sound is produced 
using a variety of 
instruments. The topic 
concluded with a 
creative and noisy 
challenge, as the 
children created their own musical instruments using 
straws and investigated how they change the pitch. We 
then moved on to exploring states of matter, carrying out 
a range of hands-on investigations, including boiling 
water and examining mysterious frozen “ice hands”. 

Our history learning transported us more than 3,000 years 
into the past as we explored Ancient Greece. The children 
were fascinated by the stories of powerful, unpredictable 
and heroic Greek gods and thoroughly enjoyed designing 
their own Greek vases using traditional patterns. Art 
lessons were equally engaging and fun, with the children 
creating beautiful Rousseau-inspired jungle scenes using 

watercolours and pastels. 
Science continued to spark 
curiosity through a 
delightfully messy unit on 
digestion, where tights, 
crackers, orange juice and 
plenty of laughter helped us 
trace the journey food takes 
through the body.  

Geography then took us on a 
global exploration of food 
production, culminating in a 
study of Fairtrade. By taking on the role of cocoa bean 
farmers and negotiating with ‘corporations’, the children 
gained a powerful understanding of how unfairly some 
producers can be treated. Learning about chocolate’s 
journey from bean to bar left a lasting impression, 
encouraging us all to think more carefully about the 
products we buy and the labels on their packaging. 

Our Year 4 time 
machine then took 
us to Ancient Rome. 
The children 
embraced this topic 

enthusiastically, 
particularly during 
our visit to the 
Roman Military 
Camp at Murton 
Park. There, they 
experienced spear 
throwing, sword 
fighting and military 

shield formations, 
proving they would 

have made formidable 
Roman soldiers. We 
investigated why the Romans 
invaded Britain and the 
lasting impact they had on 
the country. In English, the 
children produced excellent 
biographies about significant 
Roman figures, including the 
courageous Boudicca and 
the astute Julius Caesar. In 
Art, we created impressive 
clay mosaic tiles inspired by 
Roman craftsmanship and 
design.  
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The first half of the summer term was particularly bright, 
quite literally, as we explored lighthouses in English and 
electricity in Science. In Design and Technology, the 
children applied their 
understanding of 
electrical circuits to create 
impressive working 
lighthouses using Pringles 
tubes and newspaper. 
Their explanation texts 
detailing how lighthouses 
function were so 
comprehensive that we 
can now confidently call 
them lighthouse experts. 
They also demonstrated 
their creativity by writing 
captivating lighthouse 
mystery stories.  

One of the highlights 
of the year was our 
Linking Schools 
PSHE project. 
After months of 

exchanging 
letters, poems and 
drawings, as well as 
meeting at Nell 
Bank and BOPS, we 

were finally able to 
visit our partner school, 

Heaton St Barnabas’ in Bradford. Watching the children 
learn, play and share experiences together across all three 
visits was genuinely heart-warming. The project provided 
valuable opportunities to develop empathy, strengthen 
community links and celebrate the richness of our 
differences. 

The children’s hard work on their 
times tables was rewarded 

during the Multiplication 
Tables Check. Year 4 
approached the challenge 
with determination and 
resilience, achieving 
results that they should 
be very proud of. 

We also enjoyed two very 
different but equally 
memorable visits to St 

George’s Hall in Bradford: 
the first to celebrate Black 

History Month and the second as part of another enriching 
learning experience involving the famous Halle Orchestra. 
In Art, we studied the work of L.S. Lowry and learned how 
to use perspective effectively. The children produced 
some outstanding industrial landscapes, which were 
beautifully enhanced with chalk pastel techniques in the 
muted colours favoured by Lowry himself. 

The pupils also demonstrated impressive enterprise skills 
and developed their understanding of business by 
designing and creating a large number of bead bracelets 
to sell at the summer fair. Every bracelet was sold, 
resulting in a healthy profit and a tremendous sense of 

achievement. 

We rounded off the year in 
spectacular fashion with 
our unforgettable 
residential experience. 
Camping on the school 
field, toasting 
marshmallows beneath 
the stars and learning 
essential survival skills 
such as water filtration, 

shelter building and - 
even more excitingly - 
making bug pancakes 
(yes, really!) made for 
a truly adventurous 
conclusion to the year. 
The children also 
created bracelets and 
Stone Age pendants as 
special keepsakes to 
remember their time 
at camp.  

It has been a year filled 
with learning, 
adventure, laughter 
and achievement. Year 
4, you have been 
absolutely sensational, 
and they are 
undoubtedly ready for 
the exciting challenges 
that Year 5 will bring! 
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Enrichment and Personal Development 
At Burley Oaks, we believe enrichment is about far more than attending clubs. It 
encompasses the wide range of experiences that broaden horizons, develop character and 
bring learning to life, including educational visits, residentials, visiting speakers, 
performances, competitions, leadership opportunities, community projects and extra-
curricular activities. Together, these experiences enrich and enhance our curriculum, helping 
children to discover new interests, develop confidence and independence, and build the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes that will support them throughout their lives. 

Our extra-curricular offer continues to go from strength to strength, providing pupils with a 
wealth of opportunities to develop new skills, pursue personal interests and build confidence beyond the classroom. With 
clubs spanning sport, technology, music, the arts, outdoor learning, languages and creative pursuits, there truly is something 
for everyone at Burley Oaks. Participation remains exceptionally strong, with children across all age groups enthusiastically 
embracing the wide range of opportunities on offer. 

Throughout the year, pupils have enjoyed an ever-expanding programme of activities including photography, robotics, 
choir, recorder, flute, illustration, science, Spanish, gardening, Forest School, cycling, football, netball, dodgeball, 
craft, circus skills, dance and running clubs (and I’ve probably missed some!), enabling children to develop new interests, 
deepen existing talents and build lasting friendships. 

Music continues to be a particular strength within our enrichment offer. A large number of pupils participate in individual 
instrumental lessons and musical ensembles, developing both their talents and confidence as performers. Recorder Club has 
continued to thrive and, as pupils have developed their skills, many have progressed to our talented flute group. Meeting 
weekly, these dedicated musicians have performed/busked on the playground as children arrive for school, filling the 
mornings with music and bringing joy to the wider school community through their commitment and enthusiasm. The sound 
of drumming can often be heard around school and beyond, while pupils have enjoyed numerous opportunities to showcase 
their talents through performances at events throughout the year, including our popular Musical Soirée and other 
community celebrations. 

Sporting opportunities have been equally popular, with pupils across the school developing physical skills, teamwork and 
resilience through a diverse programme of clubs and activities. Alongside our established sporting provision, children have 
also enjoyed exciting experiences such as skateboarding workshops and cycling sessions, encouraging them to try new 
activities, challenge themselves and build confidence through physical activity. 

Creativity has flourished through a range of artistic and performance-based opportunities. Choir has brought together 
pupils from across Key Stage 2 to develop their singing skills and confidence, while art, illustration and other creative clubs 
have enabled children to express themselves, develop new skills and showcase their talents. 

Outdoor learning has continued to play an important role within our enrichment programme. Through Forest School, 
gardening activities and a variety of nature-based experiences, pupils have developed practical skills, independence, 
teamwork and a deeper appreciation of the natural world. These opportunities encourage curiosity, resilience and a sense 
of responsibility while supporting children's wellbeing and personal development. 

Whether singing in choir, performing with a musical group, learning a new language, growing plants, exploring the outdoors 
or representing the school in sport, our pupils continue to embrace opportunities beyond the classroom with enthusiasm 

and commitment. 

We are incredibly fortunate to have a talented and dedicated staff team who generously share 
their own interests, skills and expertise through our clubs programme. Their willingness to give 
their time and inspire children beyond the school day plays a significant part in the richness of 
the opportunities available at Burley Oaks. 

The success of our clubs programme reflects our commitment to providing a rich and varied 
educational experience, enabling every child to discover new interests, develop talents, build 
friendships and find something they truly enjoy.  
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Forest 

School   
It is almost impossible to capture everything that has 
happened in Forest School this year in just a few 
paragraphs, as we have been incredibly busy! Over the 
course of the year, the children have experienced Forest 
School through every season, watching our woodland 
change from the warm days of early autumn, through 
frosty winter mornings, and into the first signs of spring. 
Along the way they have explored, created, problem-

solved, cared for wildlife, learned practical outdoor skills 
and, perhaps most importantly, developed a genuine sense of 

belonging and responsibility towards our woodland environment.  

Through regular sessions, children have experienced the changing 
forest first-hand, noticing seasonal changes in plants, animals 
and weather patterns, learning to adapt to different conditions 
and appreciating the beauty of nature throughout the year. 
They have learned that Forest School is not just a place to visit 
but a place to care for, improve and enjoy together. 

Year 1 have embraced the wonder and imagination of Forest 
School. Through the ongoing Forest Folk theme, children 
searched for magical letters and hidden treasures, built 
miniature homes for woodland creatures and explored the 
forest looking for signs of magic. They have enjoyed 
creative activities such as making acorn snails, leaf art, 
reindeer food, bird masks and natural crafts, while also 
learning about fungi, birds, seasonal celebrations and woodland 

wildlife. Activities inspired by books such as Stanley’s Stick, Leaf Man and The 
Busy Fox encouraged imaginative play, storytelling and creativity. As the year progressed, the 

children became increasingly independent in the forest, confidently exploring different areas, working collaboratively and 
developing a real love for being outdoors. 

Year 3 have enjoyed a diverse year of exploration, practical 
learning and imaginative adventures. Their Stone Age topic 

came to life through rebuilding the Stone Age den, creating 
cave paintings, making Stone Age tools and learning to light 
fires using fire steels. They became fungi detectives, 
explored the hidden world of mycelium, took part in the 
RSPB Big Birdwatch and recorded observations in their 
Forest School journals. Alongside these activities, the 
children were introduced to the magical story of the 
Burley Goblins, which captured their imaginations and 
inspired exploration, storytelling and creative thinking 

within the woodland. Through both real-world challenges and 
imaginative play, Year 3 developed confidence, teamwork and problem-solving 
skills while deepening their connection to the natural environment.  
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Year 5 have demonstrated remarkable maturity, leadership and responsibility throughout 
the year. They designed and built large-scale shelters, created intricate Forest Folk homes 
for younger children to discover, explored natural art inspired by Andy Goldsworthy and 
investigated woodland fungi and birds. They developed advanced tool skills using bow 
saws, loppers, secateurs and fire steels, showing great care and responsibility. One of the 
most inspiring aspects of their year has been their commitment to woodland stewardship. 
They helped create and improve many areas of our Forest School site, building new spaces, 
organising resources, restoring habitats, maintaining pathways and creating wood stores. 
Many children were so invested in improving the woodland that they chose to return during 
lunchtimes to continue their projects. Their enthusiasm, teamwork and pride in the 
woodland have been wonderful to see.  

Across all year groups, children have grown in confidence, resilience 
and independence. Whether toasting marshmallows around the 
fire, identifying birds, building shelters, creating artwork from natural 
materials, caring for wildlife or helping to improve the 
woodland environment, they have shown curiosity, 
creativity and determination. Forest School continues 
to provide a unique opportunity for children to learn 
through hands-on experiences, follow their own 
interests and develop a lifelong appreciation for 
nature.  

It has been a joy to watch the children grow throughout 
the year. Seeing them experience the woodland through 

every season, develop new skills and form lasting connections with the natural 
world has been one of the highlights of the year. They should all be incredibly proud 
of what they have achieved. 
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Year 5 

What a fantastic year it has been in Year 5 at Burley Oaks 
- full of energy, imagination and teamwork from start to 
finish! 

 

The autumn term launched us straight into the fascinating 
world of the Anglo-Saxons. We were very impressed with 
the children’s hugely creative roundhouse-building 
challenge during Anglo Saxon Day, where pupils designed 
and constructed impressive models 
using a wide range of materials. The 
results were nothing short of 
brilliant! This theme carried into 
English lessons, where Beowulf-
inspired writing saw children crafting 
gripping narratives packed with 
suspense, vivid description and 
dramatic tension. 

Hands-on learning has been a big 
part of our year, especially in 
science. Our children embraced 
the opportunity to think like real 
scientists - asking questions, 
investigating ideas and testing 
their thinking. There have been 
plenty of memorable moments 
along the way: messy mixture-
separating experiments, looking 

into outer space in the 
Wonderdome, and practical investigations into water and 
air resistance using Newton meters. The excitement and 

curiosity shown in these lessons 
have been wonderful to see. 

Spring term took us on 
another journey through 
history as we explored 
Ancient Islam. This topic 
culminated in powerful drama 
performances based on the 

fall of Baghdad. From there, we switched gears and 
turned our attention to persuasive writing, boldly taking 
on global issues by writing letters to Coca-Cola about 
plastic pollution. These persuasive skills truly came to life 
in our entertaining Room 101 gameshow, where pupils 
passionately argued for banishing all sorts of strange and 
surprising things. The confidence and 
enthusiasm on display were 
fantastic. 

In PE, gymnastics has been a real 
favourite. The hall was transformed 
into a space for creativity and 
movement, with pupils mastering a 
range of skills including jumps, rolls, 
cartwheels and balances. Their 
determination and progress have 
been excellent.  

The summer term arrived with excitement, sunshine and 
unforgettable experiences. Our Year 5 residential to 
Whitby was an enormous 
success - filled with 
laughter, exploration 
and memorable 
moments. From coastal 
adventures to Whitby-
inspired writing and 
geographical learning, 
the trip brought our 
curriculum to life in a 
brilliant way. The 
experience has helped to 
prepare the children for 
their Year 6 residential, 
which will come around very 
quickly. 

Back at school, preparations were underway for our show 
- Grossbusters! This brilliantly funny production, featuring 
a cast of monsters and humans learning to live side by 
side, celebrated the importance of being unique and 
proud of who you are. 
The children threw 
themselves into 
rehearsals and delivered 
a performance that had 
everyone laughing 
throughout. We are 
incredibly proud of their 
confidence, teamwork 
and stage presence.  
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Hot on the heels of this came Learn 
to Rock, another standout 
highlight of the year. Watching 
the children perform in their 
bands was an absolute joy. Their 
confidence, musical skills and 
enthusiasm shone through, 
making it a truly special 
experience for everyone involved. 

Even as the year drew to a close, 
the learning didn’t slow down. Our children continued to 
impress with their work on forces in science, their 
understanding of the Industrial Revolution’s impact on 
Burley in Wharfedale, and their thoughtful writing 
inspired by Journey to Jo’Burg. Their ability to connect 
ideas and deepen their understanding across subjects has 
been a real strength. 

Above all, this year has been about more than just 
learning facts. Year 5 have grown in confidence, resilience 
and kindness. They have supported one another, worked 
brilliantly as a team and embraced every opportunity that 
has come their way. 

As they move on to Year 6, we couldn’t be prouder of all 
they have achieved. We look forward to seeing them 
continue to flourish, take on new challenges and enjoy 
every moment of the year ahead. 

Year 6 

Year 6 have had an amazing year to finish their time at 
Burley Oaks. Our children have worked incredibly hard to 
improve their skills and knowledge across all subjects this 
year. We have also seen some notable triumphs, including 
winning the Primary School Maths Challenge at IGS and 
becoming Year 6 Boys' Football Champions League 
winners. 

 

In the autumn term, the children started the year with our 
exciting topic on the Vikings, and Murton Park visited us 
to provide an immersive workshop in school. The children 
explored armour and weapons, tried on traditional 
clothing and learned old Viking games.  

However, the main event 
of the autumn term was undoubtedly our residential visit 
to Peat Rigg in November. The children had a brilliant 
time and made memories that will last a lifetime. They 
conquered nerves and fears through activities such as 
caving, abseiling and night orienteering. Being away from 
home for two nights can be daunting, but the children 
were fantastic and looked after one another, even with 
the extreme weather thrown at them!  

 

Science throughout the year has been all about 
investigating and experimenting. The children loved 
exploring our topic on electricity and enjoyed discovering 
what was needed to make a circuit work. They enjoyed 
testing hypotheses and many were surprised to find that 
adding more bulbs to a circuit produced a dimmer, rather 
than brighter, light. Our topic on evolution and 
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inheritance gave the 
children the 
opportunity to 
compare baby 
photos, which they 
found absolutely 
fascinating.  

Year 6 have also 
enjoyed a huge range of 
sporting opportunities this year, including the Brownlee 
Triathlon, ultimate frisbee, skateboarding, Tai Chi, 
breakin' and mountain biking, all in addition to their 
normal PE lessons. We were also proud to introduce our 
first group of Sports Leaders, who supported external 
providers in delivering PE workshops and activities. 

In the spring term, we began with our drama workshop 
based on Macbeth. It was fun, engaging and helped the 
children to memorise and fully understand the suspense 
Shakespeare creates in scenes such as The Witches on the 

Heath. We also began 
our World War II 
topic, which 

completely 
captivated the 
children. They 
showed great 
empathy towards 
the plight of Jewish 
people and the 

experiences of children displaced during the war. One 
particular highlight was curating our own World War II 
museum. In DT, we baked two different loaves of bread: a 
tasty ciabatta and the more basic National Loaf, using 
ingredients that would have been available during 
rationing. 

 

English has been enjoyed by all the children throughout 
the year. They particularly loved writing suspense fiction, 
producing memorable stories inspired by Macbeth, 
Francis Brandywine and Avatar. They have developed a 
real talent for creating tension and drama in their writing 
and have become increasingly skilled at using dialogue to 
develop plot and character. Their narratives have been a 
pleasure to read. 

In the summer term, the children approached their SATs 
with a fantastic attitude and achieved some excellent 
results. We were incredibly proud of the calm, mature and 
positive way they approached the assessments. After 
SATs, we celebrated their time at Burley Oaks with a 
memorable trip to Flamingo Land. The children had a 
brilliant day and many said it was one of their favourite 
memories from their time at BOPS. 

 

The summer term also saw the introduction of hip hop, 
biking and Forest School sessions for Year 6, which were 
thoroughly enjoyed by all and allowed the children to 
make full use of our wonderful facilities for one final term. 
More recently, they have continued to impress us with 
their mature approach to 
the transition to 
secondary school. They 
are more than ready for 
the next stage of their 
education, and we wish 
every one of them the 
very best of luck as they 
begin their next adventure.  
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Burley in Wharfedale Community Trust 
We are incredibly grateful to Burley in 
Wharfedale Community Trust for their 
generous donation again this year, which has 
made a significant difference to the 
opportunities we can provide for our children 
this year. Their support has helped enhance 
our sensory room, creating a nurturing and 
inclusive space where pupils can feel calm, 
supported and ready to learn. In addition, 
their contribution has enabled us to enrich 
our performing arts experiences, giving 

children the chance to participate in two 
memorable performances - a Christmas pantomime and a shared performance with 
Burley Woodhead by the fabulous Wrongsemble company. We sincerely thank the Trust 
for their kindness, investment and ongoing support of our school community. 
 
 

Junior Leadership 
Our Student Council plays a significant role in ensuring that pupil voice helps shape school 
life. Throughout the year, elected representatives have worked alongside staff to 
contribute to key decisions, including selecting new lunchtime menus, enhancing playtime 
provision, judging competitions and sharing pupils' views on matters that affect the wider 
school community. This helps to foster a culture where children feel listened to, valued 
and empowered to make a meaningful contribution.  

The council also leads a range of charitable, 
community and intergenerational initiatives that 

strengthen pupils' 
understanding of citizenship, 
responsibility and service. 
Through projects such as the 
Reverse Santa appeal, Red Nose Day 
fundraising and partnerships with local community 
groups, pupils have demonstrated compassion and a 
commitment to supporting others. This year alone, pupils helped raise 

£930 for Comic Relief, while the wider school community 
contributed over £3,500 through 
a fundraising auction.  

These experiences provide 
authentic opportunities for 

children to develop 
confidence, leadership, 

communication and 
teamwork skills. By giving 

pupils a genuine voice in 
school improvement and 
opportunities to make a 

positive difference beyond 
the classroom, junior 

leadership contributes strongly to our 
inclusive ethos and helps children grow into responsible, proactive members of 

their community. 
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Music 

Music – Where Creativity is Crucial!  

What a fantastic year it has been for music at Burley Oaks! From Reception to Year 6, 

our pupils have embraced every opportunity to sing, play, create and perform, showing incredible enthusiasm, creativity and 

resilience along the way. 

Our youngest musicians in Reception explored pulse through music, bringing a 

colourful Chinese Dragon parade to life around school, finding ENORMOUS 

bears, producing art work and learning to read music too.  Year 1 enjoyed a 

musical tour of the United Kingdom, learning traditional dances from each 

nation and trying instruments including the accordion, fiddle and guitar, 

learned to play music with different pitches and took part in some amazing 

singing and acting too!  

Year 2 pupils let their imaginations soar as they 

explored how composers use music to represent 

animals, creating their own exciting soundscapes 

inspired by creatures great and small. They have learnt to play a range of musical instruments 

from Africa as well as create poetry and music inspired by nature.  Year 3 travelled the world 

through pentatonic music, composing pieces influenced by the rich musical traditions of China 

and India.   They have also become recorder superstars and ended the year with a performance 

to Year 2.   

In Year 4, pupils developed their creativity using YUMU, 

composing impressive digital tracks through layering 

rhythmic and melodic patterns. They have played in a 

samba band, sung with a gospel choir and been generally 

AWESOME!  They also had the incredible opportunity to 

spend a day working alongside the world-famous Hallé Orchestra, culminating in a 

performance at St George’s Hall - a truly memorable experience. 

Year 5 stepped into the world of band musicianship, 

learning keyboard, electric guitar, bass guitar and drum 

kit whilst developing fantastic teamwork and 

performance skills. To celebrate the end of the year, pupils performed in their very own 

Learn to Rock bands. The performances were outstanding, with teamwork, confidence and 

huge smiles shining through from start to finish.  

Meanwhile, Year 6 became accomplished ukulele and saxophone players, mastering chords, 

TAB reading and a wide range of notes – and making some wonderfully funky music along 

the way!  Some of our incredible ukulele players can play In the Hall of the Mountain King 

(very tricky and fast!) and our saxophonists have mastered Sweet Caroline (da, da, 

daaaaaa).   

Our extra-curricular groups have continued to thrive. The school choir has performed with 

enthusiasm and confidence at numerous community events, including the Burley Christmas 

Light Switch-On and visits around the village, spreading festive cheer through song. The 
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Tooty Flooters and our budding flautists have made excellent progress, developing their 

reading skills, musical accuracy and confidence in ensemble playing.  We look forward to 

welcoming a group of new starters to our Flute/ Recorder club in September.  Please look out 

for more information.  

This year has also been packed with memorable musical experiences. All pupils across the 

school were treated to a vibrant African Gumboot Singing and Dance performance, full of 

energy, rhythm and audience participation. Year 3 were 

especially lucky, taking part in a workshop where they 

learned songs and dance routines from the performers 

themselves.  Year 6 visited Bradford Live and proudly helped break not one but two 

world records in body percussion and air drumming – officially making them double 

awesome! Pupils in Years 5 and 6 have also worked hard preparing for the spectacular 

Young Voices concert, while many children have enjoyed continuing their composing 

at home through YUMU. 

One of the highlights of the year was Ilkley Carnival. Following the theme of children’s 

books, Burley Oaks brought Otto Blotter, Bird Spotter to life with colourful costumes, 

magnificent bird puppets and boundless energy. Our incredible Year 4 samba band 

performed throughout the parade with stamina, precision and joy, helping us achieve 

the wonderful honour of Best in Parade for the very first time. A huge thank you goes 

to our amazing parent volunteers who helped make this success possible and of course 

to Mrs Ashton for her inspiring role in the BOPS carnival creation! 

We were also delighted to take part in the annual Stars Concert at the King’s Hall, where our choir and musicians performed 

alongside pupils from local schools in a fantastic celebration of music, collaboration and community spirit. 

As we come to the end of another remarkable school year, it is fair to say that music 

is at the heart of Burley Oaks. Whether singing in choir, composing on YUMU, 

learning an instrument, marching in a carnival parade, performing on stage or 

simply finding the confidence to try something new, our pupils have shown us 

that music truly belongs to everyone. 

At Burley Oaks, we love music. We are all musicians. And we can’t wait to do it 

all again in 2026-2027!  
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Key Stage 2  

This chart shows the percentage of Year 6 children at Burley Oaks Primary School that achieved the expected 
standard and greater depth compared to national test results. Further detail can be found on the School 
Performance section on the website. 

 

 

  

https://www.burleyoaks.co.uk/Our-School/School-Profile-and-Performance/
https://www.burleyoaks.co.uk/Our-School/School-Profile-and-Performance/
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Key Stage 1    

This chart shows the percentage of children at Burley Oaks who met the end of Key Stage 1 expectations 

at both the expected standard and at greater depth for Reading, Writing and Maths. The judgement is 

made on a combination of outcomes on a standardised test and teacher judgement.  

              *National results are based the FFT National data for 2025 
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Parent View Results June 2026. 
(Based on 199 responses) 

 100% 
Parents said they would recommend this school to another parent. 

 99% 
Parents say their child is happy at Burley Oaks. 

 99% 
Parents say their child feels safe at school. 

 98% 
Parents say their child does well at school. 

 97% 
Parents value the breadth of curriculum on offer. 

 96% 
Parents believe behaviour is good. 

 96% 
Parents value the clubs and enrichment opportunities available. 

 91% 
Parents feel the school has high expectations for their child. 

 91% 
Parents believe the school supports their child's wider personal development. 

Working in Partnership with Families 

Some aspects of school life apply only to particular families. Feedback from parents who have accessed additional 
support, raised concerns or have children with SEND helps us evaluate and strengthen our provision. 

• Support for children with SEND remains an important area of our work. 
• Parents who have raised concerns have provided valuable feedback about communication and 

responsiveness. 
• Families who have experienced incidents of bullying have helped us evaluate the effectiveness of our 

safeguarding and pastoral systems. 
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Outstanding Outcomes for Our Children 
 
 

At Burley Oaks, we are proud to provide children with a broad, enriching and inclusive education whilst also achieving exceptional academic 
outcomes. This year, our Key Stage 2 outcomes were among the strongest in the school's history and significantly above national averages 
across all measures, reflecting the hard work of our pupils, the dedication of our staff and the invaluable support of our families. 
At the end of Key Stage 2, children achieved exceptionally well: 
 

• 96% of children achieved the expected standard in Reading and 57% achieved the higher standard. 

• 98% of children achieved the expected standard in Writing and 37% achieved Greater Depth. 

• 94% of children achieved the expected standard in Maths and 43% achieved the higher standard. 

• 94% of children achieved the expected standard in Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling and 55% achieved the higher standard. 

• 94% of children achieved the expected standard in Reading, Writing and Maths combined, with 27% achieving the higher standard 
across the combined measures. 

 

Across the school, children continue to achieve highly: 
 

• Our phonics outcomes remain exceptionally strong, with children consistently achieving above national expectations. 

• Children continue to achieve well in Reading, Writing and Mathematics throughout Key Stage 1. 

• Our curriculum ensures children develop the knowledge, skills and confidence needed to be successful learners. 
 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 
 

Our Year 4 pupils achieved another impressive set of results in the Multiplication Tables Check: 
 

• 69% of pupils achieved full marks (25/25). 

• 89% of pupils scored 23 marks or more out of 25. 
 

These outcomes demonstrate the strong mathematical foundations established throughout the school. 
 

 

Recognition of Excellence 
 

• IQM Flagship Status successfully maintained, recognising our continued commitment to inclusion and ensuring that every child 
feels a true sense of belonging. 

• Awarded the School Games Gold Award 2025-2026, recognising the strength and breadth of our sporting provision. 

• Continued recognition through our Artsmark Award, celebrating our commitment to high-quality arts and cultural experiences. 

• Proud to continue as a Lead School for the West Yorkshire Music Hub, supporting the development of music education beyond our 
own school community. 

• Our bespoke wellbeing provision, attendance support and inclusive practice continue to be significant strengths of the school. 

• Forest School, educational visits, residential experiences, pupil leadership opportunities and a rich extra-curricular programme 
continue to enhance the experiences available to all children. 

• This year we successfully extended Forest School provision to Year 5. Pupil voice has been overwhelmingly positive, with children 
highlighting increased confidence, resilience and enjoyment of outdoor learning. Staff have also noted positive impacts on 
wellbeing, engagement and wider learning across the curriculum. 
 

 

WHAT ARE OUR KEY PRIORITIES FOR IMPROVEMENT IN 2026 - 2027?  
 

Whilst we are proud of our achievements, we remain ambitious for every child. Over the coming year we will focus on: 
 

 Further strengthening outcomes in Mathematics, developing pupils' fluency, reasoning and problem-solving skills across the school.  
 Developing our OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) provision, creating richer opportunities for play, wellbeing, creativity and social 

development.  
 Strengthening Oracy across the curriculum, helping children become confident, articulate communicators who can express their 

ideas clearly and effectively. 
 

For any further information about the school, please have a look at the website or contact us directly.  

 

Web: http://www.burleyoaks.co.uk  Email: office@burleyoaks.mlt.co.uk

http://www.burleyoaks.co.uk/
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Thank you for your continued support, encouragement and partnership throughout the year. It is a 
privilege to work alongside our families in helping our children grow, learn and flourish, and we are 
incredibly grateful for the trust you place in us. 
 
To our Year 6 children, what a fantastic group you have been. Throughout your time at Burley Oaks, 
and especially this year, you have embraced every challenge with resilience, every opportunity with 
enthusiasm and every success with humility. You have laughed together, learned together, 
supported one another and created memories that will stay with you long after you leave our 
school. From residential adventures and sporting achievements to SATs and special celebrations, 
you have represented Burley Oaks with pride and maturity. While we will be sad to see you go, we 
could not be prouder of the young people you have become. 
 
As you move on to secondary school, remember that Burley Oaks will always be part of your story. 
We hope you carry with you happy memories, lasting friendships and the confidence to take on 
whatever comes next. We wish each and every one of you every happiness and success for the 
future and look forward to hearing about all that you go on to achieve. 
 
Finally, my sincere thanks go to our dedicated staff team, whose care, commitment and hard work 
make such a difference to the lives of our children every day. Your efforts never go unnoticed and 
are deeply appreciated. Together, we continue to ensure that every child feels valued, supported 
and inspired to belong, believe and achieve. 
 

Mrs Le armonth  &  Mrs Greenwood  

 Headteacher             Deputy Head 
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